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Once Upon a Tour

For a blast from Toronto’s past, take a walk on the old side

The ciby"s myriad history tours transpart youl
Chur past is nod boring,” says
Bruce Bell, whase passian for the subject has
Blesarmed into g sighi wriing business. The
trick s in the telling, His popular 51 Lawrence
Market walking taur (W=53 105 m , 820, 416
3920028 couples Canadian snacks (Arctic

o another era

char and blackberry jam sancwiches) with stome

ache hiermingg Slores of thae 19t cenfury ciy,
At the corner of King and Church, Bell notes the
site of the asylum for "incoeriaibile women,
wehwa veino kizpl noked and shachled by a grate
whare passersby could throw food at them

Bill G, webio affizes 16 separate walks
M Su l0am, or 2 p.m,, 525 4163670300
focuses an Taranta's diversitg. His Black History
temr bokis you o Elizabeth and Albert Streets,
riear Yonge and Dundas, whers local hetoos
of the Unddenground Baibway bved in the 1850,
Ihe star of Genova's Gay Histery walk is
Alexander Woed, 4oy 19thcontury T b
fier wehaim o statue was erected at Church and
Alexander. And the 8 pom Ghost Tour necownts,
Ribwmt s Duonee= s vesas b Baumt Massey Col
lege and tells the story of a spiritin Chinatown's
Bright Pearl Rectaurant who e folisd by

a fierwg shunredesign

Fer i quirky alternative history of Tamnto
Eerersy e i |_'I||_|I||:_'.|l|,' and bsten toa Murmur
tour; @ free audio archive offers offbeat tales

af thes city, told by on hireary Torontomians, Disd
up the number on army Mormar siogn (kook out fos
chEpresen ear e sbes an thae Annes H{-']g-ng[ﬁ“
Market and along Spadina Avenue) and g the
bewascdcrwr can thae ks, of 285 Spacina, once
the notonous Victory Burlesque theatre, or 511
Bloor Street West, Doomey's Cafir, which locals
sarvrrdd froen bang colomized I'.v},- Storbucks. For
a rmap of the Ses, Vs Wi murmirtoranto o
Discover the secret city with Greeme Pamy's
Larewiay Tour (bi-monthly from june to Septem-
b, vizitwiww graemepamycom,/Tancways).
Thiese 45-minute bike rides run through such
lanes as Croft Street, named for john Croft, the
anby man killed in the Great Fire of 1904, and
norw knowwn for its cutting-edge home design,
Far a natural history of Tatanta 1y an e
apmancoateon owr ofered by Local Enhancement
and Appreciation of Forests (310 pach, mini-
i 0f 15 people, 416-413-92448), The English
Elrres tour gives a Rinvour of the city's colanlal
past these cantuny-nld trees, farsgn o Can
ware plandtedt by Brteshommigrants to remind
them ol the ald country, Tree towrs af wous cwn
l'||"i|'|!|h-| i beocac] o b .|lr.|r'||_'|g'|J j_'.!,.' recyuest
Lexst Riverrs hours (v, fostrivers.ca) tell how
lorcnto's settlement was shapeed by s b stz
waiyre o Thae buned Garreson Creek and Burke
Brook, which still makes a brief appeannc:
in Alewancer Mo Gordens (poge S0}




